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"I never teach my students, 

I only provide the conditions under which they can study. " 

Albert Einstein 

Teaching the topics about the European Union is not an easy task - on the one 

hand, the topics are distant, dry and difficult to present, on the other hand, students 

are bored and do not show interest in them. We can often find this statement in 

analyzes of the research and studies of European issues. If we accept that this 

statement is true, then it is necessary to strain our imagination and make these 

lessons more interesting and attractive, to arouse the interest of young people in this 

topic. With a busy schedule and a demanding curriculum, it is often a challenge to 

think about studying outside the classroom. But learning is an active process and 

sometimes the most memorable learning experiences take place outside of it. 

The experiment "Discussion of the European Union in the Great 

Episcopal Basilica", Plovdiv 

1. Choice of location 

Learning outside the classroom involves the use of places for teaching and 

learning other than school. It is about taking students out of the traditional 
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environment, creating opportunities for challenging and exciting experiences to help 

them learn. 

Leaving the traditional classroom is the first step towards engaging students' 

interest and attention. Post-class learning differs from that which arises through 

conventional teaching methods, as students can be encouraged to be active and gain 

not only knowledge but also skills for performance, teamwork, leadership. 

The round table of the team of the project "Resource Center Europe - a new 

approach to teaching and studying topics about the European Union in school" 

(October 7-9, 2021) with teachers and students from Plovdiv did not take place in a 

classroom or school hall. It was held in the episcopal basilica of Philippopolis. It is the 

largest early Christian basilica discovered in the country. It was probably built in the 

late 4th or early 5th century. The first discovered layer of mosaics dates from this 

period. The second layer was laid in the V century. After many years of work on 

restoring the mosaics and creating an opportunity for visitors to enjoy them in the 

most modern way, it was opened for visits on April 17, 2021.  

Students had the opportunity to view the mosaics of the basilica and get 

information and details about excavations and the unique value of this site by one of 

the restorers. The Episcopal Basilica and the Roman Mosaic Heritage of Philippopolis 

are included in the UNESCO Indicative List of Cultural and Natural Heritage. 

In the huge space with magnificent mosaics there is a separate place where it is 

possible to hold meetings and discussions. In this atmosphere the conversation started 

about the European Union, about its role in our everyday life, about the hot European 

topics, about the European cultural heritage, about the place of Bulgaria in Europe, 

about European values. 

2. Predisposition of students to informal communication 

The situation predisposed young people to more informal communication and 

free expression of their opinions. The questions they asked and the topics they 

discussed with the representatives of the project team were of various natures, but 

mostly related to the impact of European integration on people's daily lives. A friendly 

atmosphere was created, which increased the desire of students to participate in the 

discussion. The increased emotional attitude of the participants also had an impact, 
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after visiting the basilica and realizing the fact that Bulgaria is part of the cultural 

heritage of Europe, which we can be proud of. 

3. Selection of topics for discussion 

The current topics in the European Union were presented during the discussion - 

the European Green Deal and the fight against climate change, digital Europe, 

sustainable Europe, the enlargement of the European Union to the Western Balkans, 

Bulgaria and the euro area, the future of Europe. A member of the project team made 

a short presentation putting a number of discussion questions that are related to 

everyday life in Bulgaria as a member of the European Union. After the presentation 

there was a discussion with a moderator - a member of the team, who activated the 

students with interesting questions and they freely expressed their opinion and 

received answers to the questions that concern them. 

4. The opinion of the students 

An important purpose of this event was to understand the opinion and the 

attitude of the students towards learning process of European topics outside the 

classroom. For this purpose, a survey was conducted among 45 participants in the 

discussion. Here we present the answers to the questions related to the perception of 

European topics, what they learned from the discussion, what the students liked the 

most, whether they would participate in future activities of a similar nature on 

European topics. 

To the open question "What did you understand and what did you learn from 

this discussion?", he students openly shared their assessment. Here are some of their 

answers: 

What did you learn and what did you learn from the discussion on the 

European Union? 

- The European Union depends not only on leaders but also on ordinary people. 

- I learned about interesting and current policies of the European Union. 

- Our individual actions have a huge contribution and are important. I have 

learned in an accessible and interesting way about the problems that the European 

Union is currently solving. 
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- From this meeting I learned that it is a privilege to be part of the European 

Union. 

- I understand that there are many people who want to develop and Bulgaria to 

change for the better. 

- The challenges facing the European Union are great and joint efforts are 

important. 

- It turned out that the questions about the European Union can be interesting. 

- I realized that it is important to be able to initiate and develop activities. 

- I understand that it is very important to be an active citizen of the European 

Union. 

- I have learned that knowledge of the European Union is never enough and we 

need to be informed on a daily basis. 

- I realized that we must be well oriented in the new world in which we live. 

- The European Union gives us many opportunities, but we must be active. 

- I must stand up for what I think is right and not give up on my goals. 

Obviously, the answers are very diverse, but can be summarized in three 

groups: 

• Some of the students expressed satisfaction with receiving up-to-date 

information about the European Union, 

• Another group appreciated the discussion and made conclusions about their 

own role and behavior - /we must be active citizens/, 

• A third group is aware of the need to know more about the European Union 

and to be informed. 

The answers to the open question "What did you like most about this meeting?" 

are interesting. Here are some of them: 

What did you like most about this meeting? 

- What I liked the most was the way the information was presented. 
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- I liked the organization and the way we discussed the topics about the EU. 

- I liked the contact with the lecturers the most. 

- I liked the discussion the most. 

- I liked the chosen place for the meeting the most. 

- I liked the competence of the organizers and the shared experience. 

- I liked communicating with the team that presented the topics. 

- I liked the discussion and the answers to the numerous questions the most. 

- I liked the casual atmosphere the most. 

- What I liked the most was the optimism with which I was charged from the 

meeting. 

- I liked the spirit of the place the most - together for United Europe. 

- What I liked the most was the opportunity to ask questions freely and to be a 

direct participant in the discussion. 

- I liked that it was an open conversation. 

- I liked the accessible way of presenting the information. 

From the answers to this question, we can summarize that students appreciate 

the opportunity to participate in the discussion, to express their own opinion and to 

receive answers to questions from competent lecturers. Many of them mention the 

spirit of the meeting, the place, the communication, the way the topics are discussed 

in an open conversation. 

It is significant that to the question "Will you continue your participation in such 

events and activities on European issues?", all the respondents answered "yes", which 

is a proof that the discussion has created interest in European topics. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The purpose of the school is to prepare students for life outside of school. 

Learning outside the classroom helps to enrich the student's educational experience, to 
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build enthusiasm and curiosity in the context of the real world, increases interest in 

European topics. 

Conventional European education traditionally focuses on memorizing certain 

facts, but less often encourages students to develop critical thinking, problem-solving 

and decision-making skills, which can become much more effective in learning outside 

the classroom. 

Creating a relaxed atmosphere in which students can freely express their 

opinions and ask questions that excite them is essential. Communicating with 

competent professionals with experience in European integration contributes to 

increasing the interest of young people. Students who participate in learning outside 

the classroom build increased self-esteem, expand their interests and become more 

engaged in their education.1 

                                                           
1 A detailed report published by Ofsted found that learning outside the classroom contributes significantly to improving 
students' personal, social and emotional development. Other studies (School Travel Forum) show a higher self-
confidence of students who participate in school trips and classes outside the classroom. 


