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The European Union is not an 
abstraction

How can complex and often boring

topics about the European Union

be presented to students in an

interesting, attractive and

understandable way?
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Stages in teaching and 
learning the European Union

Basic stage
Topics discussed: basic knowledge of the values, objectives
and principles of European integration enshrined in the EU
Treaty (TEU) and the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU
(TFEU)

Discussion stage

Upgrading knowledge with cases from
European practice.



Basic stage

Articles 1 to 6 of the EU Treaty 

• Common values

• Goals

• Principles

The European Union is….



„The Union is founded on the values of respect for human

dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and

respect for human rights, including the rights of persons

belonging to minorities. These values are common to the

Member States in a society in which pluralism, non-

discrimination, tolerance, justice, solidarity and equality between

women and men prevail. “

Common values of the European 
Union- Article 2 of the EU Treaty



„The Union's aim is to promote peace, its values and the well-

being of its peoples. The Union shall offer its citizens an area of

freedom, security and justice without internal frontiers, in which

the free movement of persons is ensured in conjunction with

appropriate measures with respect to external border controls,

asylum, immigration and the prevention and combating of crime.

It shall combat social exclusion and discrimination, and shall

promote social justice and protection, equality between women

and men, solidarity between generations and protection of the

rights of the child. It shall promote economic, social and

territorial cohesion, and solidarity among Member States. “

Objectives of the European 
Union- Article 3 of the EU Treaty



1.Principle of conferred competence:

„Competences not conferred upon

the Union in the Treaties remain

with the Member States. The EU can

only act in the areas of competence

conferred on it by the Member

States in the Treaties.“

2. Principle of loyal

cooperation: Member States

must take all necessary

measures to fulfill their

obligations under the

Treaties or the legal acts of

the institutions of the Union.

Principles of the European Union
- Article 4 of the EU Treaty



3.The principle of subsidiarity:

The European Union takes actions if

it is more effective than actions

taken at national, regional and local

level.

Principles of the European Union
- Article 5 of the EU Treaty

4. The principle of

proportionality: The

content and form of EU

action must be in line with

the objective pursued.



5. The principle of

non-discrimination:

This is a basic

principle in EU law -

any discrimination on

grounds of nationality

is prohibited.

Principles of the European Union
- Article 18 of the Treaty on the Functioning 

of the EU

If necessary, national courts turn to the Court of Justice of the European Union for

advice on how to properly apply EU law in a particular case.

6. Primacy of EU law : Every

national court in an EU Member State

must apply EU law, which takes

primacy over national law, and not

apply provisions of national law that

contradict it.



7. The principle of mutual recognition:Where harmonized

standards do not exist at European level, goods legally produced

and marketed in one Member State may be sold in other EU

Member States.

Principles of the European Union

This principle derives from the case law of the Court

of Justice of the European Union and plays an

important role in the functioning of the single market.



Discussion stage

•• To illustrate the principles, goals and

values of the European Union.

•• To simplify them as much as possible

without damaging the essence of the case.

•• To provide an opportunity for discussion.

Criteria for selecting appropriate cases:



• The chocolate dispute in the European Union

• The compromise

• The difficult creation of common standards

The Chocolate Case

What fats chocolate can contain - just cocoa butter or

other oils - has been debated for many years in the

EU in an attempt to set a common standard for

chocolate.



How has the history of the French liqueur

Cassis de Dijon helped the free movement

of goods in the European Union's single

market?

According to German law, the alcohol content of liqueurs

must be 25 degrees. The French liqueur "Cassis de

Dijon" is between 16 and 20 degrees. Can it be sold on

the German market?

The case „Cassis de 
Dijon“



• According to the Beer Purity Act, beer can be

called a beverage made only from malt barley,

hops, yeast and water.

• But what does the Bavarian love of beer have

to do with the European Union?

The case:
What is beer?

Following its Beer Purity Act, Germany does not allow

the import of beer that does not meet its

requirements. Is this correct?



EU Member States have obligations to ensure

the free movement of goods.

The strawberry case

French farmers are not happy with the

competition from Spanish strawberries. They stop

the trucks transporting the fruit and destroy the

strawberries. The French State is not taking all

the necessary and proportionate measures to

ensure the free movement of goods.



How did Andrea Frankovich defend his rights?

The case “Francovich

This case became known as the principle of state responsibility or the

"Frankovich rule" in European Union law.

The company in which worked Frankovich

company went bankrupt and he filed a lawsuit

against the Italian state, which has not

implemented the European directive on the

protection of workers in the event of bankruptcy.



What does a surname have to do with

European Union law?

The case:

Garcia Avelo or Garcia Weber

Two children born in Belgium but also with

Spanish citizenship, from Belgian and Spanish

parents, are registered only with the surname

of the father in Belgium. In Spain, however, the

mother's name is added to it. Will the Belgian

authorities agree to change the children's

surnames?



How far does solidarity extend and how

exactly is non-discrimination in terms of

social benefits understood?

The case Elisabeth Dano

Elizabeth Dano is a Romanian citizen who goes to

Germany - she does not know German, does not

look for a job, but applies for social assistance to

the German authorities.



The case Francoise Gravier

The French girl Françoise Gravier wants to study

in Belgium, but refuses to pay the fee, which is

collected only from foreign students, citing

violations of European law.

As a result of the history of Françoise Gravier, non-discriminatory access to

education for European Union citizens is applied in all Member States.



https://eubgschool.eu/en/interactive-resources/cases

You will find a detailed description of the cases on

the Resource Centre HUB EUROPE webpage

https://eubgschool.eu/en/interactive-resources/cases

